
USA beat Mexico in straight sets

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, January
5.- United States used all its
players in a comfortable victory
over Mexico in straight sets for the
first American triumph in the
NORCECA Men’s Olympic
Qualifier.

The score was 28-26, 25-
14, 25-18. Clayton Stanley and
Riley Salmon contributed with 10
points apiece for the American
squad which relied on its blocking.
Captain Lloyd Ball and Ryan Miller
had 4 and 3 blocks respectively
and the USA team totaled 14 for
the match. The Mexicans offered
a strong battle in the first set, but

the rest of the way was an easy
path for the Americans, the favorite
of the tournament after finishing
fourth in the World Cup.

In the first set, the Mexicans
established an aggressive game
and with an effective reception
they created different offensive
options led by Jose Luis Martell.
With the set tied at 24, Doug Beal
called for a time out and the
Americans made the adjustments
and took the set with a couple of
blocks. The rest of the match was
easy for the USA and served as
rehearse for the match of Tuesday
against Cuba, an expected classic
in the NORCECA region.

“They (Mexicans) came out
very animated and are a great
team,” said Beal, “but I think that
the big battle against Puerto Rico
yesterday caught them up after
the first set.” “I feel some kind
disappointed because we played
a great first set,” said Ivan
Contreras, the captain of Mexico.
“After that everything went down
and I hope we can come back
tomorrow against Canada.” USA-
MEX 3-0 (28-26, 25-14, 25-16)
Total (78-56) Duration: 1:07,
Audience: 585.
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